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http://djournal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/wriEditorialWater Resources and IndustryWater resources are as indispensable for industries as for other human activities on our planet.
Industry is using water resources in signiﬁcant quantities in many different ways: as process water for
cooling, boiler feed, cleaning agent, solvent, as part products or facilitating waste discharge. There are
strong interactions between the ﬂow of materials, energy and water in industries. Although water is
frequently the single biggest mass ﬂow in several process industries with water supply and
wastewater discharge safeguarding continuous industrial production, the economic importance of
industrial water management is often regarded lower compared to the other mentioned resources.
Industrial water use is characterized by a huge variety of water quality aspects. Industry requires
extremely high water quality for some purposes such as in semi-conductor productions but can
produce highly toxic wastewaters, which impact heavily on water resources if not treated properly.
Calamities and non-standard operation conditions in industries have already proven to be potentially
disastrous on many occasions worldwide.
At the same time, framework conditions for industries have changed signiﬁcantly with respect to
environmental management at large and water resources in particular. Protecting water resources has
not only been a response to more stringent water policies and stricter enforcement of existing
legislation in many countries, but a necessity to secure the own resources base needed for
development, particularly in a time where industrial growth can be constrained by a lack of water
resources of suitable quality and quantity. Both consumers and stakeholders became more aware
about the impact of processes and products on the water cycle. A key concept fostering this
understanding is water-footprinting, which is the topic of our ﬁrst issue of the new Elsevier Journal of
Water Resources and Industry.
Being part of a cluster of new journals in the area of water resources, the main ambition of Water
Resources and Industry is to bridge the gap between industrial water use practice and publishing in a
peer-reviewed form. The need to protect knowledge, focus on core business activities and cut cost is
not easily reconciled with the publication of knowledge with depth in technology or managerial
aspects. Numerous players in the ﬁeld of Water Resources and Industry have many most interesting
and relevant ﬁndings to report, speciﬁcally arising from industry–academia collaborations, applied
research in many industrial sectors as well as governmental views.
Water Resources and Industry intends to provide a platform for global high-quality information
exchange on aspects relevant to a wide range of stakeholders around industrial water use. Among the17 & 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V.
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Editorial / Water Resources and Industry 1-2 (2013) iv–v vtopic areas covered are: Water footprinting – an evaluation of tools and methodologies.
 What constitutes good corporate governance and policy and how to evaluate water-related risk.
 What constitutes good stakeholder collaboration and engagement.
 Understanding water-related issues in supply chains.
 New technologies enabling companies to better manage water resources.
 Integration of water and energy and of water treatment and production processes in industry.
We are particularly proud to open the journal with a ﬁrst special issue on water-footprinting with
case examples covering different scales, from company to river basin context, and regions in the world
as well as products. Analysis of industrial water use and water cycle impacts of products as well as
processes can certainly pave the way for more efﬁcient water management and eco-innovation in
many industrial sectors.
Water Resources and Industrywill follow up on the ﬁndings of the ﬁrst issue and encourage authors
to present their work related to actual improvement of industrial water practices but also on barriers,
which need to be addressed, and on the impact of framework conditions as well as the efﬁciency of
new technical solutions.
We are very pleased to welcome our ﬁrst readers to Water Resources and Industry. Our special
thanks go to the editorial board of Water Resources and Industry for their willingness to help
in developing the journal by basing it in the diverse water and industry community. Particularly
the guest editors for our ﬁrst issue on the Water Footprint, Guoping Zhang, Arjen Y. Hoekstra and
Ruth E. Mathews, are acknowledged for enabling us to make the ﬁrst important step into an exciting
and meaningful life of a journal. The manuscript authors and the numerous reviewers are both
thanked warmly for spending ample hours on writing, reading the submissions and providing
valuable suggestions for improvements which have been considered. Only the dedicated and always
supportive Elsevier staff, particularly Dr. Christiane Barranguet and Vinitha Raghavan, made it
possible to initiate and produce the journal. We are all looking forward to many more, inspiringWater
Resources and Industry issues. We thank all the readers for their interest in the journal and gladly
receive future submissions as well as feed-back to further develop Water Resources and Industry.Thomas Wintgens, Yusong Li, Christian Kazner
